
        December Important Dates 
 
3: After School Detention 
    Reading MAP Test  
4: Math MAP Test  
    COG until 4:15pm 
5:  5th grade Science MAP Test  
      7th & 8th Grade Art Club  
      MS Basketball w/ Urbana 5:30pm 
6:  Builders Club Pizza Parties  
9:  REACH 12:00 - 12:25 
10: After School Detention until 4:30 
      Winter Band Concert 
11: MS Basketball w/Graham 5:30pm 
12: COG Meeting until 4:15pm 
       MS Wrestling @ Coldwater   
       6:30pm 
13: Spelling Bee 9:30am in gym 
14: Saturday School 8-11am 
       MS Basketball w/Riverside 10am 
       MS Wrestling North Union  
       Invitational 10am 
16: REACH  
       MS Basketball w/ILake 5:30pm 
       Board of Education Meeting 7pm 
17: After School Detention until 4:30 
       Winter Choir Concert   
18:  COG until 4:15pm 
19:  PBIS SEMESTER REWARD  
        7th & 8th Grade Art Club  
         MS Basketball w/NRidge 5:30pm 
20:  End of 2nd Nine Weeks 
        Early Release at 1:00 pm 
21:  MS Wrestling Sidney Pool   
        Tournament 9am 
30:  MS Basketball w/Fairlawn   
        5:30pm 
23-31: Winter Break -No School 
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THE POWER OF WE 

Dear Parents and Guardians:  
 
It is that time of the year when we start to see the cold, ice and snow. 
Once again, our teachers have created and posted les-sons online for 
“snow days” 6, 7 and 8. Once our district has cancelled school 5 days 
over the course of the year, your stu-dent will need to complete 
“online calamity day lessons.” You can find these calamity day lessons 
on our District home page and on the Middle School home page. On 

the district home page simply click on the Resources tab, then click on “For Students” 
and scroll down to Calamity Day Lessons, then click on Middle School lessons. On the 
Middle School home page click on Students and scroll down to the Calamity Day Lessons 
link. Once you are at this point, your student will need to find the classes they are in and 
click on those folders for those classes to find the assignments for each class.  
 
If we miss school for days 6, 7 and 8 we will utilize the calamity day lessons. Students 
will have two weeks to complete the work and they do not need to print off all of the 
materials. They may use their own notebook paper to complete the assignments. If your 
child does not have internet access they will be allowed to get material at school on the 
next school day we are in session.  
 
Also, with the weather turning cold, there is a chance that recess could be held inside at 
times. If it isn’t too cold, students will still head outside for recess but they will need to 
have proper winter attire. A coat and long pants are needed to make sure we keep our 
students warm and safe.  
 
Please know that we are here to help you and your student any way we can. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to call the Middle School office or your student's 
teacher and we will answer any question you may have. Thank you and stay warm and 
safe this winter! Go Raiders!  
  
Sincerely, 

Scott Frederick 

Scott Frederick 



H ow can I help my child to become a better reader? What is close reading? Those are questions 
you might be asking yourself this year. 
 
Sixth grade students have been working in Mrs. Powell’s and Mrs. Wishin’s rooms to read passages 
carefully using the skill of close reading. Close reading is when you reread a story or article multiple 

times to fully comprehend what is being said, how it’s being said, and determine why the text matters. This past close 
read experience, students were asked to summarize a story, visualize the characters/setting, and figure out the author’s 
purpose. Students are asked to use their reading comprehension strategies: summarizing, main idea/theme, visualizing, 
questioning/predicting, making connections, and synthesizing during a close read. We will set the focus skill for each 
close read, so your child will practice each of the comprehension strategies.  
 
In writing, Mrs. Powell’s and Mrs. Wishin’s classes are working on answering comprehension ques-
tions by citing from an article or story to support our ideas. Students are learning that it’s important to 
back our ideas with evidence from the text. After we cite our reading, we need to explain to the reader 
how our evidence relates our topic sentence. Once we do well at including evidence in our paragraphs, 
we will be discussing multi-paragraph essays.  

 
Our goal for students is to read closely and cite our evidence in our writing. These goals make us stronger in our reading 
comprehension and writing skills. Ask your child: why is close reading important? When should you close read? 

THE POWER OF WE 

All About the 6th Grade:  

We’re on the Web: 

 

 

English Language Arts 

Science 

ms.benjaminlogan.org/ 
 

T he 2019-2020 school year is off to a great start. In Mr. Penwell’s science classes students started off the 
year with a pretest to see what each student already knew about 6th grade science. This information helps to 
determine the depth that we need to go on topics with individual students and how to differentiate their  

instruction to insure every student is challenged. After taking a few days to get acquainted, learn names, and clarify the 
expectations, we dove right in to the content.   
 
We started the year with a unit discussing the characteristics of science. Students where taught how to evaluate scientific 
explanations and the difference between science and pseudoscience as well as the characteristics that most scientist have in 
common.  
 
We are now working on a unit called Earths Resources. We have already covered most of it. We just finished discussing 
and learning about minerals, rocks, and the rock cycle. We are now working on soil formation. 

 
We still have many topics to cover before the end of the year so we will continue to stay busy. As always, if you ever have 
questions or concerns, please contact me by phone (937 -599-2386), by email (penwellk@benjaminlogan.org), or in  
person.  
Thank-you!  Mr. Penwell  

http://ms.benjaminlogan.org/
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All About the 6th Grade:  

Social Studies 

S tudents in Mr. Shadley’s social studies classes started the year off exploring various parts of 
the world.  The students used tools such as Google Earth and various online maps to explore the 
world and to locate places using latitude and longitude.  We were able to take advantage of 
Google Earth Street view.  The students really enjoyed this aspect because they were able to see 

places in the world that are unfamiliar and un-traveled to them.   
 

Next, the students moved into physical and cultural regions.  We looked at criteria such as landforms, climate,  
economy and population to identify the different regions.  Following this topic, the students  
investigated how our physical environment influences our human needs (transportation, recrea-
tion, shelter, food and clothing).  The students learned that when the physical environment can’t 
meet our human needs we modify it to meet our needs.  When we do this there are consequenc-
es that were unplanned that come up such as pollution.  

 

Prior to Thanksgiving break, the students learned the factors that cause people, products or ideas to move from one place 
to another.  For example, the recent hurricanes that struck various parts of the United States forced people to leave their 
homes to seek safety.  This would be considered an environmental factor. 

 

I would like to encourage everyone to visit my class website to find out additional information that is going on within the 
social studies classroom.   
https://sites.google.com/benjaminlogan.org/mrshadleys-class/home?authuser=0 

 

https://sites.google.com/benjaminlogan.org/mrshadleys-class/home?authuser=0
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All About the 6th Grade:  

Math 

S ixth grade math students have been studying Algebraic Expressions. Algebraic concepts can be 
very abstract to many students. Many new vocabulary words and concepts are being introduced for 
the first time to students. The ability to use algebraic expressions and properties is a very useful skill 
to have for real-life events. The students are using a variety of learning techniques to practice the 
skills and concepts being learned. The students are doing a great job on a Quizlet game to help learn 
the new vocabulary. The students also practice on Prodigy, which they love, and can also play at 

home. The students have been playing a variety of games and using a variety of activities to help reinforce the ideas being 
taught. The foundations of Algebra are very important in order to move onto higher levels of mathematics.  
 
Mrs. Weyant's AP students designed a TINY HOUSE! The students applied the concepts of area and perimeter as well as other 
geometry skills in order to create their houses. This project based learning activity also focuses on design elements, using  
multiple problem solving skills, and collaboration in the classroom. To build a TINY HOUSE the students had to design 
a  house that contains almost 20 different pieces of furnishings and then find the area and perimeter of each item after they have 
done so. They were also asked to apply geometric skills; such as shapes and even developing their own geometric nets to create 
furniture. The students really enjoyed this activity and were extremely proud of their TINY HOUSES!  
 
Mrs. Forsythe's AP students worked with a budget to buy supplies and build a dog fence. They calculated area and perimeter 
and determined the amount of fencing they could afford with their given budget. Student's purchased needed supplies includ-
ing; fencing supplies, potting soil, flower seeds and grass seeds. They built fences, added ponds, created shaded areas and 
watched their dog parks grow.  
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